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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Abdulaziz Al-Jarba
07834450111

Community Leaders Announce the Northern Sinjar Social Cohesion Agreement

Mosul, March 30, 2024 — Ezidi (Yazidi) and Arab community leaders announced the “Northern Sinjar Social
Cohesion Agreement.” Among other things, the community leaders commit to rejecting violence and
extremism, support state processes and institutions, and turn to the rule of law to settle differences and
conflicts. The agreement also calls upon government actors to unify the administration and security
configuration in Sinjar and expedite the compensation process for those who lost relatives in the conflict with
ISIS or during military operations. The full text of the agreement can be seen in the annex of this press release.

In the summer of 2014, the terrorist organization ISIS perpetrated its most heinous crimes in Sinjar District
of Ninewa Province, including genocide against the Ezidis and taking thousands of women as sex-slaves. In
the process, ISIS implicated different tribes and communities and pitted them against each other. Almost 10
years later, many of the wounds, grievances, and conflicts they caused require serious attention.

The U.S. Institute of Peace (USIP), in collaboration with Al-Tahreer Association for Development (TAD) and
other lIraqi partners, has successfully facilitated a groundbreaking problem-solving dialogue process in
Northern Sinjar, Ninewa Province, aimed at advancing peace and social cohesion in the area.

“USIP undertook this initiative at the request of community and government leaders, given the Institute’s
longstanding engagement in Irag and success in facilitating this type of dialogue. The USIP-led dialogue
process underscores the power of dialogue and cooperation in addressing complex challenges. The Ezidi-Arab
agreement is a significant milestone and the culmination of the will of the people of Northern Sinjar to co-
exist peacefully, resolve issues through dialogue, and seek their rights through the rule of law and institutions
of the state,” said Sarhang Hamasaeed, director of Middle East Programs at USIP.

Over the past year, USIP and TAD implemented a comprehensive five-phase dialogue process involving Ezidi
and Arab community leaders from various parts of Northern Sinjar. The process commenced with rigorous
research and analysis to understand the issues causing tension in the area, followed by intra-community
dialogues to identify key concerns and common ground. Subsequently, inter-community dialogues were
conducted to bridge differences and foster mutual understanding between the two communities.

The initial phases of the process focused on the areas of Borek and Gohbel settlements, along with
neighboring villages, where Ezidi-Ezidi and Arab-Arab dialogues were facilitated. Through these dialogues,
communities were able to articulate their concerns and explore practical solutions, culminating in the signing
of a joint agreement and the formation of a follow-up committee for implementation. Building on this
success, the dialogue process expanded to include other areas in Northern Sinjar, resulting in each
community reaching internal agreements and establishing communication channels for ongoing
collaboration. The intra- and inter-dialogue phases eventually culminated in the Northern Sinjar Social
Cohesion Agreement signed by (47) leaders in Northern Sinjar on March 30, 2024.

“Working in Sinjar was very difficult and the dialogue sessions were not easy, but starting small and expanding
the process helped with rebuilding communications, which helped with finding common ground,” said Raed
Khattab Mhaimeed, the lead facilitator of the dialogues.

“Important work still lies ahead to help the people of Sinjar to recover from ISIS’s crimes and develop their
areas. Real progress would require serious efforts by the federal Government of Iraq and Ninewa Provincial
Government as well as continued support from the international community” said Abdulaziz Al-Jarba,
chairman of TAD.



